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earth for all the population it contains, is another
truth which very few persons will be hardy enough
to contest. The principles of Providence in the
economy of space appear, therefore, to be that the
superabundant population of one place, shall seek
in the uncultivated and scantily peopled regions of
other countries, for those means of existence which
are denied to them by the pressure of the demand
on the soil at home. The immutable law of bene-
volence, drawn from the institutes of Christianity,
ordains the earth for the sustenance of man. But
that law is perverted by those who resist emigra-
tion under the circumstances to which I have
alluded. What is to become of the surplus popu-
lation, if it be not allowed a space wherein to fer-
tilize the virgin soil, and supply its wants ? If its
own land denies it the means of life, must it die,
that some philosopher may triumph in his doc-
trines ?

It is very true that colonization frequently ter-
minates disastrously, and that instances might be
cited, in which emigrants have suffered terrible
privations, and have even fallen beneath the insa-
lubrity of unaccustomed climates. But these cases
merely prove the necessity of adopting sufficiently
precautionary measures, before the emigrant com-
mits himself to a venture, upon which the hap-
piness and interests of himself and his family
altogether depend. If a man rashly goes out un-
covei^ed, and exposed, into a storm, he will surely